9. Apply teaching/subject area knowledge to support student learning


	Statements
	Indicators

	9.1 Acquire and maintain teaching/subject area knowledge.
	· Teaching/subject area knowledge, including relationships with other teaching/subject areas, is established and maintained.

· The dynamic nature of teaching/subject area knowledge is acknowledged and strategies are applied for keeping up to date with new developments.

	9.2 Apply knowledge of curriculum documents and support materials to enhance student learning.
	· Curriculum Standards and school-developed curricula are interpreted in designing and implementing purposeful learning experiences.

· Teaching support materials are sourced and evaluated for completeness, accuracy, usefulness in representing particular ideas and concepts, and appropriateness to Qatari culture.
· Teaching support materials are customised for use in purposeful and challenging learning experiences.

	9.3 Apply teaching/subject area knowledge to enhance student learning.


	· Content, processes and skills of the relevant teaching/subject area are applied in the design of exemplary, content-rich learning experiences.

· Critical and creative thinking, decision-making and problem-solving skills are promoted by engaging students in formulating and testing hypotheses in line with methods of inquiry and standards of evidence used in the teaching/subject area.

· Major concepts and key ideas in the teaching/subject area are linked to students’ prior knowledge, understanding and life experiences.

· Opportunities for fostering students’ language and literacy skills are created through developing content-rich learning experiences that enable students to construct meaning and make sense of the world through reading, writing, listening, speaking and viewing.

· Opportunities for developing students’ numeracy skills are created through developing content-rich learning experiences that involve students in representing events, working with data, reasoning and communicating mathematically to solve problems.

· Knowledge of connections between the teaching/subject area and other teaching/subject areas is used in planning and implementing learning activities that promote multidisciplinary approaches.


Required skills

This aspect of professional practice requires knowledge and understanding of and the ability to apply:
	· analytical skills to identify, explain and apply key concepts, ideas and understandings in the relevant teaching/subject area
· decision-making and problem-solving skills needed to apply key concepts, ideas and understandings in the relevant teaching/subject area to the design of learning activities
· ICT skills required to access online information on trends and developments in the relevant teaching/subject area
· interpersonal skills to communicate key concepts, ideas and understandings in the relevant teaching/subject area to students, parents and community members from diverse backgrounds
· research skills needed to identify, locate and evaluate information on key concepts, ideas and understandings in the relevant teaching/subject area, Curriculum Standards and support materials.


Required knowledge

This aspect of professional practice requires knowledge and understanding of:
	· content, processes and skills of the teaching/subject area
· content to be taught and the relationship of that content with other teaching/subject areas
· Curriculum Standards and school-developed curricula
· Curriculum Standards and support materials in the teaching/subject area
· growth of teaching/subject area knowledge 
· multiple representations and explanations of major concepts in the teaching/subject area
· strategies for developing critical and creative thinking, decision-making and problem-solving skills using the methods of inquiry and standards of evidence within the teaching/subject area
· strategies for fostering students’ language and literacy skills through the use of content-rich learning activities
· strategies for fostering students’ numeracy skills through the use of content-rich learning activities
· strategies for keeping up to date with new ideas and understandings in the teaching/subject area
· strategies for sourcing and evaluating support materials relevant to the teaching/subject area
· Supreme Education Council reforms.


Required dispositions

This aspect of professional practice requires a commitment to:
	· drawing meaningful connections between the content of the teaching/subject area and everyday life

· having enthusiasm for the teaching/subject area
· taking a multidisciplinary approach to the teaching of issues, topics and themes.


EVIDENCE GUIDE

This Evidence Guide identifies the minimum performances that teachers at different career stages are expected to meet in relation to this standard. It is assumed that teachers at higher stages can meet the minimum performances required at all lower stages. The Guide also provides examples of the types of evidence that teachers can use to show that they have met the standard. The examples of evidence are not to be read as a full and comprehensive list of all the evidence that could be used to illustrate satisfactory performance.

Entry level teachers

Entry level teachers are able to apply relevant knowledge of the central concepts, modes of enquiry and structure of the teaching/subject area to inform teaching and learning activities. This may be evidenced through:

· maintaining teaching/subject area knowledge

· using Curriculum Standards and school-developed curricula to identify teaching and learning goals and implement purposeful learning experiences
· applying content, processes and skills of the relevant teaching/subject area in learning experiences
· promoting critical and creative thinking, decision-making and problem-solving skills by engaging students in applying the methods of inquiry used in the teaching/subject area.
Examples of evidence (not to be read as a comprehensive list):
· a sequence of 4-6 lesson plans devised by the teacher, that illustrates how teaching / subject area knowledge is interpreted, applied and presented by the teacher to individuals and / or groups of students
· a written statement that outlines the reasons why a specific set of teaching materials or resources such as a textbook, piece of computer software, or  educational game, is appropriate for use in teaching about a particular issue, topic or theme
· a teaching activity, devised by the teacher, which incorporates key ideas and concepts from the relevant teaching / subject area 
· a teaching activity, designed by the teacher, which is based on the relevant Curriculum Standard or school based curricula

· a personal reflection in the teacher’s professional journal or diary on his or her professional development needs in relation to new concepts and ideas in the relevant teaching / subject area.
Proficient teachers

Proficient teachers are able to apply and use knowledge of the teaching/subject area through effective, content-rich teaching and learning strategies relevant to the students’ needs and phase of learning. This may be evidenced through:

· applying knowledge of relevant teaching/subject area, Curriculum Standards, school curriculum documents and support materials, student needs and the relevant phase of learning in the design of purposeful learning experiences
· applying content, processes and skills of the relevant teaching/subject area in the design of exemplary, content-rich learning experiences
· evaluating teaching support materials for completeness, accuracy and usefulness in representing particular ideas and concepts

· using knowledge of connections between the teaching/subject area and other teaching/subject areas in planning and implementing learning activities that promote multidisciplinary approaches to examining key issues, topics and themes.

Examples of evidence (not to be read as a comprehensive list):
· a content-rich teaching and learning resource devised by the teacher which is consistent with the requirements of the relevant Curriculum Standards or school based curricular.
· a written statement prepared by the teacher which outlines the reasons for selection of a particular teaching resources

· a sequence of 6-8 lesson plans on a relevant topic or theme that illustrates the teacher’s showing the use of knowledge of key ideas and concepts and contemporary developments in relevant teaching/subject area, Curriculum Standards and school curriculum documents, student needs and the relevant phase of learning

· an evaluative statement outlining how the outcomes of a professional development activity aimed at maintaining the teacher’s content knowledge may be applied in teaching a particular class or group of students
· a multidisciplinary teaching resource  devised by the teacher that shows analysis of connections between teaching/subject area and other teaching/subject areas 
· a personal reflection in the teacher’s professional journal or diary on his or her capacity to address students’ numeracy, literacy and language development in the context of his or her specific subject / teaching area. 
Advanced skill teachers

Advanced skill teachers are able to demonstrate the full range of indicators identified in this standard. They are able to use their expertise to advise, assist and mentor colleagues and lead small teams in the area of work described in this standard.
Examples of evidence (not to be read as a comprehensive list):
· a written plan for mentoring colleagues on applying key concepts from relevant teaching/subject area in the design of teaching and learning strategies and resources

· a video-recording and accompanying evaluative statement describing the teacher’s of classroom use of multidisciplinary teaching resource that is content-rich and reflects outcomes in relevant Curriculum Standards and school curriculum documents

· a case study of the teacher’s personal role in promoting students’ critical and creative thinking, decision-making and problem-solving skills by engaging students in formulating and testing hypotheses in line with methods of inquiry and standards of evidence used in the teaching/subject area
· a statement prepared by the teacher for the school or colleagues outlining the contribution of the relevant teaching/subject area to student learning

· a personal reflection in the teacher’s professional journal or diary on the effectiveness of  his or her approach for maintaining knowledge of contemporary developments in his or her subject / teaching area. 
This standard covers the requirement for establishing and maintaining teaching/subject area knowledge, applying knowledge of curriculum documents and support materials in the design of learning activities, and using methods of inquiry and teaching/subject area standards of evidence to enhance student learning.








