Standard 3 – Reflection and PD planning


NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS FOR TEACHERS

A TEACHER SELF-ASSESSMENT TOOL TO ASSIST REFLECTION AND SELF-IMPROVEMENT PLANNING
3. Foster language, literacy and numeracy development

	Read each statement and accompanying indicators. For each indicator make an honest reflective judgement on the  extent to which you implement these teaching skills.

	Statement
	Indicators
	Always


	Often
	Some

times
	Never

	3.1
Critically review personal Arabic and English language, literacy and numeracy skills.
	a) Personal Arabic and English language, literacy and numeracy skills are evaluated and, where necessary, strategies are adopted for improving this aspect of professional practice.
	
	
	
	

	
	b) Personal skills for teaching in English (when English is the teacher’s second language) are evaluated and, where necessary, strategies are adopted for improving this aspect of professional practice.
	
	
	
	

	3.2
Determine students’ language, literacy and numeracy skills to inform the planning and implementation of learning experiences.
	a) Curriculum Standards and school-developed curricula are read, interpreted and considered in assessing the language, literacy and numeracy requirements of particular teaching/subject areas.
	
	
	
	

	
	b) Students’ backgrounds, characteristics and learning styles are considered in assessing their language, literacy and numeracy skills.
	
	
	
	

	
	c) Strategies are used for assessing students’ language, literacy and numeracy skills that are non-discriminatory and incorporate a range of assessment methods.
	
	
	
	

	
	d) Outcomes of assessment processes are documented and explained to students, families, colleagues and specialist personnel.
	
	
	
	

	
	e) Learning plans are developed for students at risk of not achieving the required progress in language, literacy and numeracy development.
	
	
	
	

	3.3
Integrate language and literacy development across all teaching/subject areas.
	a) Learning goals and plans articulate the language and literacy skills required in the relevant teaching/subject area.
	
	
	
	

	
	b) Language and literacy knowledge and skills required in the relevant teaching/subject area are identified and discussed with students.
	
	
	
	

	
	c) Teaching and learning strategies and resources are selected that consolidate and build on students’ prior knowledge and experiences, support learning and assist language and literacy development.
	
	
	
	

	
	d) Teaching and learning strategies and resources are selected that reflect an understanding of:

· the developmental stages of word knowledge, listening and speaking, and reading and writing

· the role of language and literacy in students’ educational and social development

· the ways that different communication methods influence language choice and literacy practices. 
	
	
	
	

	
	e) Learning experiences include explicit teaching of the language and literacy skills necessary for achieving identified learning outcomes.
	
	
	
	

	
	f) Students’ language and literacy use is connected to teaching/subject area knowledge through a range of word knowledge, listening and speaking, and reading and writing activities.
	
	
	
	

	
	g) Learning experiences are planned and implemented that engage students in developing knowledge and skills in language and literacy for a range of meaningful purposes.
	
	
	
	

	
	h) Learning experiences examine how language is used to construct knowledge through the use of strategies such as modelling, discussions and guided practice. 
	
	
	
	

	
	i) Learning experiences explicitly take account of the language demands of texts through the joint construction of spoken and written texts.
	
	
	
	

	
	j) Learning experiences foster and promote students’ first and second languages and reflect an awareness of how different cultural knowledge and values influence language use and literacy practices.
	
	
	
	

	3.4  Integrate numeracy development across all teaching/subject areas.
	a) Learning goals and plans articulate the numeracy skills required in the relevant teaching/subject area.
	
	
	
	

	
	b) Numeracy knowledge and skills required in the relevant teaching/subject area are identified and discussed with students.
	
	
	
	

	
	c) Learning experiences include explicit teaching of the numeracy skills necessary for achieving identified learning outcomes.
	
	
	
	

	
	d) Teaching and learning strategies and resources are selected that support the teaching and learning as well as numeracy development.
	
	
	
	

	
	e) Teaching and learning strategies and resources are selected that reflect an understanding of:

· mathematical applications and problem solving

· the role of numeracy in students’ educational and social development

· the range of learning contexts for the development of numeracy.
	
	
	
	

	
	f) Learning strategies build on and consolidate students’ prior knowledge and experiences and explicitly link the development of numeracy skills across teaching/subject areas.
	
	
	
	

	
	g) Learning experiences provide students with opportunities to develop numeracy in the relevant teaching/subject area through a range of activities and in different contexts.
	
	
	
	

	3.5  Monitor and evaluate students’ language, literacy and numeracy development.
	a) Strategies, including self-assessment, peer assessment and teacher assessment, are implemented to regularly monitor the development of students’ language, literacy and numeracy skills and make adjustments to teaching and learning strategies.
	
	
	
	

	
	b) Information on students’ language, literacy and numeracy development is analysed and incorporated in reviews of teaching, learning and assessment strategies and resources.
	
	
	
	


1] In view of this self-assessment of your teaching performance against Standard 3 what do you consider to be your obvious strengths?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2] What areas require improvement?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
REFLECTION AND SELF-IMPROVEMENT PLANNING

Use the following table to determine priorities for your learning.   [A highlighting pen can be useful.]

	Required Skills

This aspect of professional practice requires knowledge and understanding of and the ability to apply:
	Priority A, B, C
	Required knowledge

This aspect of professional practice requires knowledge and understanding of:
	Priority A,B,C

	· analytical skills to monitor and evaluate students’ language, literacy and numeracy development
	
	· assessment tasks that make explicit links to literacy and numeracy outcomes
	

	· 
	
	· Curriculum Standards and school-developed curricula
	

	· decision-making and problem-solving skills to identify and source appropriate support for students at risk of not achieving the required progress in language, literacy and numeracy development


	
	· diagnostic assessment as a type of formative assessment used for determining the nature of student learning problems
	

	· 
	
	· factors that can cause word knowledge, listening and speaking, reading, writing, numerical concepts and problem solving to be difficult for some students
	

	· facilitation skills to engage diverse groups of students in learning activities that foster language, literacy and numeracy development
	
	· language and the way that it functions, in particular a detailed knowledge of the way language is used in specific contexts
	

	· ICT skills to access online information on trends and developments in fostering student language, literacy and numeracy development across the curriculum


	
	· language, literacy and numeracy demands of different teaching/subject areas
	

	· 
	
	· language, literacy and numeracy development of children and adolescents
	

	· interpersonal skills to communicate key ideas and engage students and families in discussion on matters associated with students’ language, literacy and numeracy development


	
	· learning experiences that make explicit the way language constructs the knowledge of teaching/subject areas
	

	· 
	
	· learning needs of students when learning a second language
	

	· mentoring, coaching and counselling skills to provide students with feedback and support on their language, literacy and numeracy needs
	
	· methods of identifying students’ language, literacy and numeracy needs
	

	· research skills needed to identify, locate and evaluate information on key concepts, ideas and understandings on students’ language, literacy and numeracy development

	
	· multiliteracies and forms of language
	

	· self-reflection skills to evaluate own language, literacy and numeracy skills and, where necessary, adopt new strategies for improving these aspects of professional practice.
	
	· National e-Education policy
	

	
	· outcomes approach to education
	

	
	· policies and documents developed by the Supreme Education Council, the Education Institute and the Office of Independent Schools on language, literacy and numeracy 
	

	
	· policies, planning documents and programs developed by the school on language, literacy and numeracy
	

	
	· programs and units of work that teach students the language, literacy and numeracy knowledge and skills needed to achieve learning outcomes across teaching/subject areas
	

	
	· strategies for teaching English as a second language
	

	
	· strategies that support effective language, literacy and numeracy learning
	

	
	· strategies to assist students to understand and apply numeracy concepts
	

	
	· strategies to help students to develop knowledge of and control over literacy and numeracy skills
	

	
	· support services and learning resources provided by professionals and paraprofessionals
	

	
	· the range of literacy strategies that can be used for different purposes in a variety of contexts
	


	Required dispositions

This aspect of professional practice requires a commitment to:


	I am strongly committed.
	I am moderately committed.
	I am uncertain.
	This is not part of my teaching.

	· appreciating the value of using language in different communicative situations to serve various social functions
	
	
	
	

	· recognising that language, literacy and numeracy development is an ongoing process
	
	
	
	

	· valuing the degree of formality in language and the notions of politeness and power relations 
	
	
	
	

	· viewing language, literacy and numeracy development as the responsibility of all teachers.
	
	
	
	

	· believing that all students can develop the language, literacy and numeracy skills required for effective participation in society
	
	
	
	


Refer to the Evidence Guide to gain some idea of your current level of performance.

GOAL SETTING
In view of this comprehensive reflection and self-assessment, now write one to three goals which will guide your learning and self-improvement for the next year.  Remember to make your goals SMART.
S – specific

M – measurable 

A – achievable

R – realistic 

T – time related.
GOAL/S:

	What steps do I need to take to achieve this goal?
	What professional development relates to my goal?
	Who can help me?
	What other resources do I need?
	What evidence will I need to gather to show my progress?

	
	
	
	
	


This standard covers the requirements for reviewing personal language, literacy and numeracy skills and facilitating the development of students’ language, literacy and numeracy skills through a broad range of teaching and learning activities across all teaching/subject areas.
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